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Allardt may unveil a world record pumpkin Saturday, Oct. 1

This could be the year when Allardt, Tennessee, unveils the biggest pumpkin in the world at its 20th annual Allardt Great Pumpkin Festival and Weigh-off, Saturday, October 1.

The weigh-off has broken local and state records in past years for giant pumpkins, as well as watermelons and green squash. Last year's pumpkin winner was a 1331.30 lb. giant grown by the VanHooks of Somerset, KY. In 2009, the same family won with a pumpkin weighing 1266.10. It's no great stretch to think a 1500 pounder or larger entry could show up this year. 

The Allardt event is affiliated with Great Pumpkin Commonwealth as an official weigh-off site. TN Giant Pumpkin Growers organization contributes part of the prize money awarded to winners. More than $3800 will be awarded to top pumpkin, watermelon, and green squash entries.

The 2011 festival will be Saturday only, not two days as in the past. Come and enjoy the great weather (fingers crossed) and be awed at the sight of giant pumpkins, green squash, and watermelons weighing hundreds of pounds, as well as an assortment of corn stalks, potatoes, tomatoes, sunflowers and other entries, all vying for recognition. But there is more to enjoy besides giant vegetables.

Bernie Murphy is revving up for the Clyde and Zelia Stephens Memorial Auto Show as well as the motorcycle show. Car and motorcycle enthusiasts will have their own corners of the festival grounds with lots of shined up specimens of each to view and appreciate along with owners who will talk with you at length about their pride and joy. Antique tractors have their own corner of the festival grounds and usually show off in the 2 p.m. parade.

If you're a runner, you can start off the day at the Annual Pumpkin Run, 7 a.m. at Allardt School. There are 10k, 5k, and 3k runs scheduled. Get more info and download an entry form at allardtpumpkinfestival.com.

The annual event is especially great for families. “We've tried to keep this event something that the entire family can come and enjoy without having to spend money for admission or parking,” said Festival Chairman Cathy Jeffers. 

Come with your kids or grandkids. Bring your friendly dog (on a leash of course). Children, to age 12, are invited to enter a Costume Contest at 10 a.m. at Allardt City Hall. There are usually a variety of other attractions for the kids and plenty of entertainment on stage at City Hall. The Pumpkin Festival Parade at 2 p.m. Saturday will be the biggest of the year for Fentress County, we think.

The great festival food attracts many to this event. Make your way to the Bruno Gernt Park where all the vendors are set up and sample a large array of sumptuous fare, from the highly sought pumpkin rolls, fried pies, pumpkin and nut breads, to the usual funnel cakes and homemade goodies brought by local church folks. 

There is more substantial fare as well, tasty barbecue at the Allardt Fire Hall, “swamp cabbage,” deep fried vegetables, Italian and Polish sausages, hamburgers, hot dogs, pinto beans and corn bread from vendors in the park. Top off your dining with Mayfield ice cream or flavored ices for dessert. Coffee and a slice of that pumpkin roll would make a dandy dessert as well. 

Shop for crafts and decorative items, including handmade jewelry, quilts, afghans, Christmas decorations, wood crafts, artwork, jewelry, purses, and innumerable other items.

Festival Chairman Jeffers has lined up a variety of music acts to perform on stage at City Hall, beginning at noon. Performers include The Coal Men from Nashville, featuring David Coleman and Jason Hitchcock formerly of Fentress County, Rising Son from Albany, KY, plus local favorites, Jeff Crouch and Leonard Anderson, as well as Servant, a youth group from Alive in the Spirit Church. 

Kick-off Ceremonies are set for 10 a.m. at Allardt City Hall. Fireworks always top off the event at dark about 7 p.m. Parking and admission are free.

For more information visit AllardtPumpkinFestival.com

